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Things to Do With Kids

in Upstate South Carolina

compiled and written by Lisa Colby and Sarah Hunt-Barron, Greenville Mothers & More 

Feed the ducks at Furman 

Furman University, 3300 Poinsett Highway. A 2.5 mile paved trail loops around Furman’s picturesque lake where swans and eager ducks will take bread from your hand. The Tower Café at the student union serves coffee and other drinks. 

Free Trials at Gymboree, Kindermusik, and Gymnastics Center

Gymboree, Kindermusik and the Greenville Gymnastics Training Center all offer a free trial session before signing up to take the class. Take advantage of this (a $10-$14 gift!) and keep you and your child occupied for free. Gymboree: (off Pelham Rd. in Greer, 288-1774); Kindermusik: (Greenville, 232-5010); Greenville Gymnastics: (just off I-85, 297-5589).

Greenville Libraries


The libraries (all branches!) are a treasure trove of activities in Greenville. From Traveler's Rest to Simpsonville, Greenville County libraries offer programs for kids and adults of all ages. Starting as infants, kids can enjoy Bouncing Babies, Small Wonders and Storytime. For older kids, crafts and other activities are offered on a regular basis. Go to www.greenvillelibrary.org for more information.

The Greenville County Museum of Art 

Did you know that the museum offers art classes and activities for kids of all ages? Programs include guided tours just for kids, special kids' parties and exciting "hands-on" Saturday classes. Go to www.greenvillemuseum.org for more information.

Roper Mountain Science Center

402 Roper Mountain Road. The Science Center is open to the public the 2nd Saturday of the month and offers different programs geared for kids of all ages. It has the largest planetarium in South Carolina and is open to the public each Friday night at 7:30, 8:30 & 9:30 pm for just $2 or $3 a ticket. Call 281-1188 for schedules.

"Mice on Main"

Main Street, downtown Greenville. Based on the popular book, Goodnight Moon, a bronze sculpture of the book and mouse are mounted on the fountain in front of the Hyatt Regency on Main Street. Eight other mice are installed along a nine-block stretch of Main Street between College and Court Streets. The goal is to find all those mice! A hint sheet is available at the Visitor’s Center at 206 S. Main St. for those who need a little help. A fun activity of discovery for both kids and adults (and a great way to do some window shopping while your kids are looking for mice). 

George the Train

The well-informed, perky ticket-taker is just one reason this train ride will make you giggle. There is something about the speedy little engine’s horn and the wind in your hair that makes this 3 min. ride well worth $1.50 per person. The mini train operates from April through October, Tuesday – Sat. (10 am – 3 pm), Sun. (1 – 5 pm) at the Pavilion in Taylors, just off of Old Spartanburg Rd. Be sure to park at the pavilion and buy your tickets inside first.  

Summer Movie Days

Over the summer, one morning per week (usually Tuesdays or Thursdays), kids can go to the movies at various cinemas at 10 am for $1.  The movie isn't first run, but your kids won't care. A great way to test how little ones will do at the movies. Call the Cherrydale Cinema movie line or the Hollywood Cinema for details.

Ice Skating at The Pavilion

400 Scottswood Road. With lots of open skate hours and lessons available for young kids, ice skating is a fun and cheap activity. In addition to ice skating, The Pavilion offers an inline rink, meeting facilities, and game room - and this is just the beginning!  The 16 acre Pavilion outdoor park features the Brushy Creek & Southern children's miniature railroad, playground, soccer fields and tennis courts. Currently golf clinics, tennis and karate lessons are also available.

Golden Park Family Recreation Complex

108 Balcombe Blvd., Simpsonville. There is something for everyone here, with bowling, miniature golf, batting cages go-karts and skating.

The Zoo

Okay, maybe you’ve been a hundred times, but maybe you haven’t! The zoo is a great place for pre-schoolers and elementary school kids.  It’s a manageable size and has a terrific tot playground within the zoo as well as the larger playground space found in front of the zoo in Cleveland Park. The family memberships are cheap and give you free access not only to our zoo, but to others around the country, including Riverside Zoo in Columbia. Zoo programs are offered on a regular basis for tots and school-age kids, including zoo camps; members are given advance notice via a newsletter and first dibs on sign ups for these programs.

Paris Mountain State Park

Our gorgeous, 2,000 foot mountain is one of the best reasons to live in the Greenville area. The park has a lake, picnic areas, campsites, and hiking/mountain biking trails. The park sponsors events for children such as nature walks, crafts, and forest ecology programs. Located on State Park Road, $2.00 per person, 244-5565.

Krispy Kreme Doughnut Making

Watch gooey doughnuts roll off the assembly line right at the store. Get a free hat. This activity involves excessive sugar intake so you might want to combine it with a trip to The Open Book bookstore (further down S. Pleasantburg Dr., just past the Laurens Road overpass on the right side) for running up and down the book aisles, or to the Municipal Airport for watching airplanes land and take off. Krispy Kreme is on S. Pleasantburg Drive, just south of the bridge over Route 385.)

Happy Cow Creamery

A small family dairy farm that produces and processes its delicious milk on the premises. Their store also sells ice cream, cheese, range-free chickens, eggs, butter, and local honey. Visit the cows on your own or take a (pre-scheduled) tour of the farm, including a demo of the milking process. 18 miles south of Greenville off Hwy 25 in Pelzer. Call Ashley at 243-5928 or 449-3887.

McDonald’s Playlands and Chick-fil-a

Again, rainy days may call for desperate measures. There are indoor playgrounds at the McDonald’s on Wade Hampton Blvd. in Taylors and in Simpsonville, and at the Chick-fil-a at Cherrydale Shopping Center. Free and almost always open. 

Chuck E. Cheese

On Haywood Road, next to Bassett Furniture, right near the intersection with Hwy 385. Yes, it may feel like you are a character in Dante’s Inferno if you head here on a Friday night, Saturday or Sunday, but during the week (or early on Saturday morning) this place slows down a bit and can actually be kind of fun! With the addition of the toddler play area, small kids can enjoy crawling around on play equipment on rainy and cold days. Since there is only one entrance and children leaving are carefully monitored, parents can relax as this is a safe place to play. Better for younger kids. For older kids, try Frankie’s Fun Park or Gattitown.
Frankie’s Fun Park

45 Park Woodruff Dr. 627-9888. Ride the bumper boats, play laser tag or miniature golf, eat junk food, have lots of fun (just bring plenty of money!). Good for all ages.
Kid’s Planet/ Century Park

3065 Brushy Creek Road, Greer. A favorite among kids throughout the Greenville area, this great playground/ park complex is shady with amazing equipment, including misters in the summer to keep kids cool.  It’s even equipped to meet the needs of people with disabilities. Always worth the drive and usually not too busy during the day when school is in session. Make sure you visit Dillard’s homemade ice cream store on the way back.

Hollywild Animal Park

2325 Hampton Road, Wellford, SC 472-2038. Open 7 days a week (9:00-6:00 pm) April 1 through Labor Day. Open weekends only (9:00 – 5:00 pm) March through Halloween. A somewhat bizarre but worthwhile animal park with a safari ride, picnic area, and hand feeding galore. Animals include emus, hyenas, wolves, cougars, elephants, bison, zebra and much more. Don’t skip the “outback safari” where you feed the free-roaming animals from an open air bus. $9 for adults, $7 for children, under 2 are free. 

Suber’s Mill

S. Suber Mill Road, Greer. This corn mill, built in 1908, still grinds corn using waterpower. Open Monday-Friday, 8 to 5 pm. Grinds are from 8:30 to 11:20 am. Call 877-5616 to check schedule.

Western North Carolina Nature Center

75 Gashes Creek Road, Asheville, NC, (828) 298-5600, www.wildNC.org. If you’re up for a longer outing than Greenville can provide, take the scenic drive to Asheville and this nature park (formerly Asheville’s zoo). It has beautiful walking paths that are manageable for little legs and strollers. There is a top-notch predator exhibit (foxes, wolves, cougar, bobcat), a petting zoo with pigmy goats and other farm animals, 2 black bears, otters, snakes, turtles, etc. The Center has an educational mission and its staff includes regional specialists who serve as consultants to zoos and other wildlife habitats. 

Duke Power’s World of Energy

7812 Rochester Highway, Seneca. Located on the shores of Lake Keowee, come to this free museum and learn how energy is generated on a self-guided tour. Open Monday through Saturday, 9 am until 5 pm and Sunday, noon to 5 pm. Call 800-777-1004 for more information.

South Carolina Botanical Garden

102 Garden Trail, Clemson. A fun afternoon drive, these great, natural gardens are accompanied with amazing paved trails that even the largest stroller will fit down. A great place to bring your little ones to “hike” as well as see some fabulous forest and streams. This 270-acre public garden is free.

Other Ideas:

Tour Fire Stations: Many local fire stations give guided tours of the station and let the children sit in the truck.

Wine Tasting in Asheville/Hendersonville Area: Sounds crazy but children love to roam the vineyards and sit in old wine barrels. Who knew?

Child Development & Family Resource Centers: There’s always something going on at one of the six centers in the Upstate. Call for a free brochure/schedule of activities (241-4803 for the Greenville Center) or visit www.greenville.k12.sc.us/district/schools/special.asp.

Eden Farms: Horseriding Center in Marietta (4700 Dacusville Hwy, 898-0043) provides pre-scheduled group activities, including barn tours, arts & crafts, and horse feeding/riding. Visit the webside for more info: www.edenfarms.net

Greenville City and County Parks

Below is a partial list of city and county parks.  There is sure to be at least one playground in your neighborhood, but some are rather hidden. 

City Parks:

Cleveland Park
For many residents of Greenville, this is "The City Park." This large and diverse park was created in 1928 after the Cleveland family donated to the city 126 acres of land along the Reedy River near downtown. The park features tennis and volleyball courts, softball fields, playground areas, a fitness trail, and both small-group and large-group picnic shelters. In addition, Cleveland Park is the site of the Rock Quarry Garden, the Fernwood Nature Trail, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the Greenville Zoo.
Reedy River Falls Historic Park
This park, Greenville's second largest, connects to Cleveland Park and provides an oasis even nearer to the downtown business district. This restored and refurbished park features scenic overlooks, nature trails, picnic areas, a pond with footbridge, excavated mill ruins, six landscaped garden areas, and of course the beautiful Reedy River with its impressive series of falls. The park has a self-guided walking tour with historic markers. This park is closed during 2003, as a massive renovation project is underway. When it reopens, the park will include a pedestrian suspension bridge over the falls and an extensive series of gardens. Falls Park will be in full bloom in the spring of 2004!

Gower Estates Park
(25 acres, at Laurel Creek and Laurens Road) This park features lighted softball fields and basketball courts, lighted tennis courts, playgrounds, picnic shelters, a horseshoe pit and an M60 Army tank.

Holmes Park 
(15 acres, on Twin Lake Drive) Here you will find a lighted softball field, basketball court, regulation horseshoe pits, playground and picnic shelter.

Kiwanis Park 
(6.5 acres, on Augusta Road) This park has a picnic shelter and playground, and lighted tennis courts.

Mayberry Park 
(7.7 acres, on Mayberry Street) The park features a basketball court, picnic shelter and a softball/football field.

McPherson Park 
(12.9 acres, on North Main Street and East Park Avenue) Here you will find the Senior Center and Log Cabin Gift Shop, lighted tennis courts, picnic shelter and bandstand/shelter, playground, miniature golf and shuffleboard court.

North Main Park
(12 acres, on North Main Street) North Main Park has a lighted softball field, basketball court, playground and picnic area.

S.O. Walker Park
(5.5 acres, at 209 Queens Street) Walker Park is home to the city swimming pool, and also has basketball courts.

Timmons Park 
(26 acres, on Oxford Street) Here you will find a lighted softball field, lighted tennis courts, playground and picnic shelter, mountain bike trail and 18-hole disc golf course.

Tindale Avenue Park
(2.3 acres, on Tindale Avenue) This park features a playground and lighted tennis courts.

West Washington Park
(3 acres, on West Washington Street) The park has basketball courts, a playground, picnic shelter, and a summer day camp program.

Croftstone Park

(Off Summit St) This park is shady with excellent newer playground equipment and, if you are lucky, a real train running behind it!

County Parks:

Butler Springs Park

301 Butler Springs Road. Picnic and tennis facilities are available at this small park.

East Riverside
1301 South Suber Road, Greer. Picnic shelter and additional tables, athletic fields, playground, and summer day camps are found here. Adult volleyball, spring soccer and Camp Kaleidoscope are found in this park. 

Gary Pittman Park

430 Blacks Road. (From I-385 and Roper Mountain Road intersection proceed east on Roper Mountain Road.  Blacks Drive veers off to the left.  Go approximately half a mile to a stop sign.  Go straight and continue for another half mile.  Park is on the left.)  

This has been a hit with our playgroup. Shaded with a nice playground.

Gateway Park

115 Henderson Drive in Travelers Rest. (Proceed up Hwy. 276 north into the city of Travelers Rest.  Go to the third traffic light and turn right.  Immediately after making the right, turn left into the park behind Sunrift Adventures.) This park has athletic fields, tennis courts, picnic shelters, a playground, and a basketball court. Another hit with the playgroup, this pretty playground has plenty of shade.

Idlewild Park

610 Michelin Road, Piedmont. This park has an athletic field, picnic shelter, basketball, and playground.

Lakeside Park
802 Piedmont Hwy., Piedmont. (Take I-85 South to Exit 44 (Hwy. 20).  Turn left and proceed 1 mile.  Park is on the left.) Another Piedmont area park with a picnic shelter, walking trail, swimming pool, 4 softball field complex, soccer/football field, tennis, and basketball. 

Lincoln Park

Harnitha Lane, Taylors. (Wade Hampton Blvd. To Greer. Take 1st left past John Deere onto St. Mark's Rd. Go 2 miles.  Turn left on Harnitha Ln. before St. Mark's Methodist Church.  Park is 500 yards on right.) This park offers basketball, walking trails, picnic shelters, playgrounds and athletic fields.

Northside Park

101 W. Darby Road. (From the intersection of Hwy. 253 and 291, take Hwy. 253 towards Paris Mountain State Park.  Go 5.5 miles and bare right on Hwy. 253.  Go 1.2 miles and turn left on Darby Road. Go .2 miles, park is on the left.) This park has picnic shelters, swimming pool, tennis courts, athletic fields, summer day camps, and a basketball court.

Paramount Park

119 Crosby Circle. (Take 291 South past Greenville Tech, turn left onto Mauldin Rd. at the light. Turn left onto Crosby Circle. Park will be .5 miles on the left.) A playground, picnic shelter and basketball court are in this small park.

Piney Mountain Park

501 Worley Road (across from the Spinx station on N. Pleasantburg, near Cherrydale Plaza). Our playgroup has also checked out this facility, which lacks shade for the playground but has some fun athletic fields for kids to throw a ball around.

Pleasant Ridge County Park

(Take Hwy 25 North towards Ashville, exit at Hwy 11 (10 miles north of Travelers Rest). Turn left onto Hwy 11 and proceed for 2 miles. The park is on the right.) Located in Cleveland, SC, this park features a beach and lakeside swimming, as well as camping and other outdoor pursuits. 

Riverbend Equestrian Park

175 Riverbend Road. (From I-85 take Hwy 25 north to Old White Horse Ext. (approx. 10 miles). Turn left onto Old White Horse Rd. Ext. Go approx. 1.5 miles, turn right on Riverbend Road. Park will be on the left.) Take your kids horseback riding! The only public equestrian center in SC, it also features a petting zoo. Call 246-6466 for more information.

Poinsett Park

(from downtown Greenville, continue north on Poinsett Highway (Hwy 25) past Furman University exit.  Turn right at the next red light and an immediate left onto Frontage Road.  The park is .08 miles on the right.)  This brand new park has great facilities, including plenty of shade, new playground equipment for both toddlers and older kids, a pavilion and 1/3 mile walking trail.

Kid-Friendly Restaurants

· Jason’s Deli – extensive menu means everyone is happy

· Chick-Fil-A - has an indoor playground (important in the winter months!)

· McDonald’s – offers healthy choices with Happy Meals, such as milk and apples.

· Staxx Omega – a lot of tables means no one will notice a fussy child

· Barley’s – pizza sold by the slice as well as whole pizzas, and a wide selection of international beers for Mom and Dad

· Monterrey Mexican Restaurant – kids love quesadillas and chips
· TGIFriday’s, Applebee’s, Ruby Tuesday’s
· Frodo’s Pizza and Papa John’s Pizza – for takeout or delivery
